
 

May God wrap you in his arms.  

She will be a guardian of all the 

animal kingdom. 
 

Melissa A. Heeter 
November 10, 1966 – September 17, 2016 



 

 

 

  

Our cousin Melissa Heeter passed away 

after a battle with cancer... please keep 

her and our families in your prayers... i 

pray for her family... I've never knew 

truly how loss felt until i lost my sister... 

my heart hurts for all who have suffered 

pain or sadness...from family/friend 

loss.. its because we are raised with 

family values..togetherness.. love and 

laughter.. that makes my family so 

strong... that we care about family no 

matter what... its inevitable that we all 

will be with our Lord someday... but it's 

hard sometimes... to just let go... and 

move on... may God bless you Melissa 

and your family... my deepest sympathy! 

Sandra Houghtaling 

 
This is Melissa's cousin Marty, please 

tell her I love her. 

My aunt Melissa Heeter (also my god 

mother) passed away yesterday. She was 

such a strong and inspiring woman. She 

loved her family, husband, friends, dogs, 

and her dog family very dearly. She 

lived her life to the fullest, and that has 

inspired me to live mine the same. She 

will be missed, but she is no longer in 

pain and suffering. She is with God, my 

dad, grandpa, and cousin Heather 

looking down at us. I'll see you again 

one day but, I'll live my life to the fullest 

until that day comes. Shaina Yarger 

 

Love you to Heaven and back 

Melissa Heeter!!!  I'll see you 

again some day.  Mary 

Drinkwine 

To my baby sister, I am so very proud of 

you.  I will miss you dearly.  I talk about 

you to my friends to let them know how 

great you are.  Say hi to all of our family 

who you are now with you.  I will see 

you again.  I’ll be the one in purple.  

Love you forever.  Your sister Cynthia 

I love you more than word could ever 

express.  Thank you for nurturing a 

little girl who was obsessed with auntie 

and her dogs and wanted nother more 

than to be exactly like her.  Selfishly, I 

don’t want you to go.  Heaven is going 

to gain another beautiful angel.  Alyssa 

Family 

https://www.facebook.com/MelissaHeeter
https://www.facebook.com/sandra.houghtaling.9?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/MelissaHeeter
https://www.facebook.com/shaina.yarger?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/MelissaHeeter


 

  

Little Sister 

Remember when we were little and we played with dolls, 

Or when we’d jump on our ponies and played cowboys and Indians –I do. 

 

Remember when we were teenagers and we shared a room, 

Our silly little sister arguments of ‘my-side of the bed’ –I do. 

 

Remember all the fun and laughter we had with our cousins, 

Me driving off the road into a field and back on the road like nothing happened –I do. 

 

Remember when you got your Rottweiler and you told me you wanted to train dogs, 

How we tried to out run him one time –We didn’t! 

 

Remember how our horses used to cut our grass, 

How we’d lay on the grass watching their lips pull it before they’d bite –I do. 

 

Remember all the chores we all did – from feeding and watering at least 13 horses, 

Or every summer baling many wagons full of hay –I do. 

 

Remember how we used to watch Magnum P.I. every week, 

Mainly because we had such a huge crush on him –I do. 

 

Remember the two chickens that died one winter –that we hid, 

Or the momma pig you swore did a cartwheel –I do.  

 

Remember all the big toys mom and dad bought for us, 

Like the dirt bike, four-wheeler, six-wheeler and the big square rubber jumping thing –I 

do. 

 

Melissa, I’ll always cherish the time we spent as kids and teenagers, riding our horses 

together, 

Doing chores, hanging out with our cousins, killing chickens and yes even bailing hay. 

 

Melissa, the one thing I’ll always be jealous of is when you appeared on the  

Today show and met Tom Selleck back stage –Loved it! 

 

Today, I’m remembering how quickly time has gone,  

how old my children are and how many family members have moved on. 

 

Today, I’m remembering you, my little sister, who’s accomplished so much, 

Beautiful wife, dog trainer, dog disc world champion, published dog training book,  

and a friend to so many. 

 

I will love and miss you always, until I see you again –your sister, Sheila 

 

Sheila Rutter 



 

 

  

 

 

  

Long Time Friends 

Before Melissa Heeter became the first women's world champion in the world of 
dog and disc, she was a girl from a small one stop light town. Who lived on a farm 
with her sisters and parents. She also had two friends whom adored her and whom 
she adored back. Those two friends were myself and Felicia Skarbek Whitney. The 
three of us shared many moments of laughter, experiences and shared memories.  

Melissa, Felicia and I would always make it a priority to be together when Melissa 
came home. It's funny how all three of us became road warriors and travel all the 
time whether it's for work or fun. We all have a natural curiosity about this world we 
live in and the people we get to meet along the way. All three of us small town girls 
were stubborn, strong willed and confident in who we were. We appreciated how 
much alike we were in some ways and so very different in others. 

As time went on, careers and family didn't allow for the time we could see each 
other to be often, but when we did, we picked right back up where we left off. 
Whether it was to go to hang out in Bay City, or going to the corn festival or eating 
our favorite wings at Sportys, we enjoyed being together. 

So it's deeply emotional for Felicia and I to have lost you Melissa. It won't be the 
same without you my dear friend, but know that you will never be far from our 
thoughts and you were loved by both of us deeply. Please watch out for us until we 
meet again. 

Ps - you must know how much I love you because I would never post these 
throwback 80's hair pics for anyone but you two. But its not about me Missy, it's 
about you. 

 

Melissa I want you to know how 

much your friendship has meant 

to me. You, Felicia and I have 

been the 3 musketeers for years 

now since high school. We have 

always made the effort to be 

together when you were home. 

There are too many memories to 

share. You will always be that 

strong, caring, and amazing 

friend I could share anything 

with. I love you more than words 

can express . Thank you for being 

you and know that I love you 

deeply and will forever. 

Andrea!!! 



  
Friends  

Mel, it's been decades since we've seen 

each other. Thank goodness for 

Facebook. I've been following your 

Rockstar life and we share the same 

love for dogs.💜🐶 i miss our days of 

working at Schultz pharmacy. We had 

some good laughs!  I've been saying 

many prayers for u. My heart is so 

incredibly heavy. You are an incredible 

lady! I see the same sentiment about 

you, across the globe. Love and hugs 

my friend xox.  Dawn Trudell 

Please tell Steven that Dave 

and I are praying for him (as 

we are praying also for all of 

the family). Our hearts are 

broken for him. Please send 

him our  love. Thank 

you,  Suzie Winship. 

Prayers, hugs, and 

much love being 

sent your way 

Melissa.  Love 

Teresa Gorski 



  
Chuck Middleton 

An open letter to Melissa Heeter: 

Some rivers, like the Mississippi or the Missouri, are impressive. They flow, and 

the water becomes conduits of commerce. 

That is not the Platte River. The Platte courses 310 miles through Nebraska. It is 

muddy, shallow and has a swampy bottom. 

An American humorist named Edgar Nye stood at the banks of the Platte in 1889 

and was underwhelmed. He described it as “a mile wide and an inch deep.” He 

described it as having a large circulation, but with very little influence. It covers 

a great deal of ground, but it is not deep.”  

This phrase, “a mile wide and an inch deep” has stuck with us in America and it 

has been used to describe a lot of different types of people.  

This story does not describe you. So, why did I share this with you? Because you 

and I have known people in our sport that this story does describe. 

Ultimately, history will judge us all. And, I think history has already judged you 

as very wide and very deep. 

Because of the USDDN I have been able to travel the world sharing your vision 

and passion for the USDDN and the sport of discdogs. Along the way I have 

been able to share some of my own passion for the sport of discdogs. But, you 

were a conduit – you were my Mississippi, you were my Missouri.  

Today I have friends across the world because of your early visions and your 

stewardship of the USDDN.  

When you stayed at my house last year I probably should have said some of 

these things to you, and I regret that now. You changed not only my life, but also 

the lives of people across the world. That is an accomplishment that leaves me in 

awe of you. 

The greatest thing I could say to you right now is, “Thank You” and “Your 

Dream is Alive and Well”. 

 



 

 

  

Disc Dog Friends 

Hi, Melissa. I wish Cyndy and I could be there 

with you. You and Steven have meant a lot to 

us over the years, especially in years past. 

We've shared great times with you. And we've 

shared hard times.  

You will always be known for the tremendous 

impact  you have made far and wide. You have 

brought great joy to the lives of many dog 

lovers. You have opened doors for many of us 

to make friends we never might have known. 

 

We will continue praying for you and for 

Steven and for the rest of your family. We leave 

this outcome to the Most Wise God and are 

confident that we will see you again. With great 

love, Ron and Cyndy Ellis 

Melissa, please know we and all the discdog people around the world who know and 

love you for everything you have done for our great sport are sending our best thoughts 

and prayers.  You are one of the most respectable dog trainer s we know, and also know 

that The Wehrli and Stein  family wish you peace during this time. Thank you for doing 

all you have done and the world is a better place because of you. Tom Wehrli 

Melissa, you are my hero, you are 

stronger than anyone I've ever met in my 

life. Be still, God is with you and know 

we will all be together again. We 

all  love you. John Misita 

Hi Melissa, It's  Bryan and Heidi 

Lamky. It has been a long time since 

we last spoke. Whenever we got 

together, it  seemed like just yesterday. 

We wanted you to let you know how 

special your friendship has meant to 

us. Your passion for dogs and 

educating their humans has inspired 

us, and others around the globe. 

Because of this, your influence will 

live on.  Heidi and Bryan Lamky 

Melissa, I will miss you with all my heart.  

I will never again get a call from you while 

you are driving and wanting to talk. I 

know you are in heaven playing frisbee 

with Asah and Ally.  Love Laura Moretz 

 



 

 

  

Greater Atlanta Dog & Disc Club 

Melissa, 

Thank you for all you have done 

for me over the years. Your 

knowledge, willingness to help 

and kindness is greatly 

appreciated.  

Thank you!  Kevin Eroskey, 

Brook, Charlie and Merlin. 

Melissa, I've accomplished many things 

thru you. You've helped me overcome 

crippling stage fright by nurturing my 

confidence. You've brought me passion 

and insight into a world I hadn't known. 

Thank you for your encouragement, 

your patience, and, most of all, your 

friendship. -Troy 

Please tell Melissa 

that I love her, that 

she is loved & will 

be missed around 

the world.  She is 

leaving an 

incredible legacy to 

dog owners and 

disc doggers 

everywhere.  Also 

tell her to give 

Asah & the   others 

a hug from me.  

Cathy Sullivan 

Tell her Keith & I 

have her in our 

thoughts 

and  prayers & that 

we love her & so 

does Jedi.  Keith & 

Cara Hutto 

Tell Melissa, Trish and 

I are praying for her. 

We are heartbroken she 

is going through this. 

Give her our love.  Jac 

and Trish Greenlee 

Mel, I miss you every day.  I know in my mind 

you were a legend throughout the world, but in my 

heart were my friend and you made my world 

complete.  My heart is broken.  Deb 

Dear Mel, You have always been 

an inspiration to me. (Smiling) I 

will cherish all of our 

conversations, including the 

absolutely inane and crazy ones 

we have had with the one who is 

reading this to you (Debbie). I 

dreamed of you last night. You 

and I were playing with our dogs. 

You were happy and having so 

much fun. I know that you will 

do this again soon. You are my 

hero. I love you. See you soon. 

Love, Marni 

 



  
Greater Atlanta Dog & Disc Club 

Melissa,  Steve Mize here... 

Thank you so much for 

allowing us to enjoy the sport 

of disc with you. You are an 

inspiration 

I wanted to say that I am so 

very great full  for everything 

you have taught me from the 

start. You have been such an 

inspiration to me on training 

and everything I do currently. 

But more importantly thank 

you for being such a great 

person from the first time I 

met you. You have always 

been so gracious with your 

time, I can't say thank you 

enough.  With Love Dean and 

Katy 

Melissa words can not 

describe how much I have 

valued our friendship. Thank 

you for sharing your 

knowledge and friendship. I 

love you and pray that you 

know how many people love 

and care for you. Theresa 

Last Wednesday, after Melissa asked about me, 

Riff and I traveled to the Hospice to visit her. I 

pray that seeing Riff, touching him, and his 

laying on the bed with her, provided some 

comfort to her for the time we were there.  

Writing about your passing is hard for me. It 

makes this real.  

Godspeed, Melissa. I see you, in my mind, 

somewhere in the sun throwing frisbees for Asah. 

Much love, my friend.  Cyndy Douan 

 

Melissa 

  Thank you for all the help along the 

way in my crazy frisbee dog journey. 

you are one of the strongest people 

I know the stories of what you have 

gone through are a lesson in being  your 

own advocate and being aware of what 

is happening around us. Thank you 

Autumn and my canine fur babies 

Please tell Melissa Gary Diane 

Mick and Molly all love her 



  
Central Florida Dog & Disc Club 

Melissa, Thank you for all the time and effort 

you have put into our sport.  From running 

events to training individuals. Jack and I both 

appreciate the time you spent with him early in 

his disc career helping him learn freestyle. You 

were the first person he took a disc dog lesson 

from and we'll both forever be thankful for the 

guidance. We are praying for you and your 

family. With much love, Kat and Jack Fahle 

Melissa, we love you and 

your kind heart. Your life has 

touched more people than you 

know.  Connie Carstens 

Hi Melissa! This is Christine 

Booras from Jacksonville. I just 

wanted to express my sincere 

thanks to you for being a true 

inspiration to all of us in the sport 

of canine frisbee and for blazing a 

path for your fellow female 

competitors. It is because of you 

that we have been successful in 

competing alongside the men ;-) I 

cannot express enough my 

appreciation for the canine & 

human souls you have touched, 

the person you have always been 

& that you will continue to be in 

our hearts. Thank you & Bless 

your loving heart! 

Her passion to grow the sport and help 

others get hooked as we all have will 

always stick out in my mind! Thank 

you from the bottom of my heart 

Melissa for everything you have done 

for me and my career in this wonderful 

sport but most of all for everyone you 

have inspired to become ambassadors 

in our community for many years to 

come! You will never be forgotten and 

you have definitely made your mark 

on this world in more ways than one!  

Gary Duke 

 

Love from all the Hegyi's, 

two and four legged! 

We love you Melissa Tracy Farmer, 

Party, True and Buss 

Melissa you are loved by so so 

many ❤ Barbara Giacobe  



 

 

 

  

USA Dog Friends - Mid West 
Missouri 

For Melissa from Andrea Rigler  Melissa - I'm sending you all the love in my heart. 

We will all miss your encouragement and wisdom. You inspired me to be great and be 

a more passionate and connected handler w Moxie. Thank you so much for that! Your 

support and encouragement gave me the confidence to reach a new level of 

relationship with my dogs and made me believe I could do anything! I will miss you. 

We won't be the same without you but I know you'll be watching over us telling us 

how great we are!  We love you Melissa and hope you find peace quickly and are 

surrounded by endless love. ❤❤❤ 

Please tell Melissa that she is the very 

woman who inspired me to pursue this 

sport.......and her help, love, and 

support helped me to save the lives on 

countless dogs that just needed an 

outlet, a job, a disc!  Melissa,  you will 

be leaving a legacy.  You have touched 

so many.  I love you with all my heart 

and thank you so much for all you 

have given!!! Tracy Custer 

Melissa (from David Weese) don't 

worry about the website, I'll get with 

Steve. We ALL get to where you are 

sooner than later, and it ALWAYS 

seems too soon, but God is good. Say hi 

to Dan for me when you get the chance, 

cuz I know you will! ;) Dave 

This is Deneane Hart from 

Michigan. You have been in my 

thoughts and prayers during this 

struggle. You are a treasure to the 

entire disc dog community and we 

appreciate all that you have done for 

the sport, for the dogs, and for us all.  

Melissa, this is Jeff and 

Jackie Scheetz. Thank you 

for all you have done for 

the sport of disc dogging. 

Your love for the sport has 

inspired people like  us to 

love it and want to help to 

make it grow. Thinking of 

you now. 



  
USA Dog Friends - Mid West 

Missouri 

My son Chandler and I 

were welcomed with open 

arms and treated so kindly 

by you Melissa. You are a 

great inspiration and a 

beautiful person. Thank 

you for being so kind and 

giving! We love you!! 

Christina and Chandler 

Curtis 

Dearest friend may you find peace in your journey... 

know you have been an inspiration and creative mind 

behind our sport for so many years. my heart goes out 

to you... Thank you for everything, with Love and 

devotion "The Pirate Disc Dogs!!" 

Hi Melissa, this is mark Faragoi 

and I just wanted you to know it 

has been a pleasure knowing you 

this short time. I am glad I had 

the opportunity to be judged by 

you and to hear your words of 

encouragement. You are a 

beautiful person and thank you 

for all you have done. All my love 

mark 

Hey this is chris rodgers and 

izzy from ohio. I was apart of 

sofk9's. I am now in my 5th year 

of disc. I've competed always at 

your organization, I loved it the 

best. thank you for being apart 

of disc and making it what it is 

today.  this world is deffinetly a 

better place cause of you. - chris 

and izzy 

 

Melissa, I wanted thank you not only for all 

the great things you have done for the 

sport,but for my dogs and I as well. When I 

was preparing for my first USDDN event you 

took the time to answer all my questions so I 

would be ready.Doing the live stream with 

you at Worlds a few years back was a blast. I 

want you to know how much I appreciate you 

and all you have done Love Chip Baker 

Love you Mel! 

Ron Watson 



 

 

  

USA Dog Friends – North East 

Hello Melissa, 

I want you to know how much you 

positively impacted with my life with 

your work in USDDN and with the 

PIDC. The experiences I had with my 

beautiful boy Stanley will be with me 

forever. As a result of my experiences 

with Stanley at USDDN and at PIDC, I 

became a more compassionate and 

loving human being while discovering 

my passion for all things dog. Your 

encouragement was so important. You 

made a positive difference with your 

life and I will always be grateful. 

Godspeed my friend. May you find 

your pups on the other side and jam 

with them forever. With love and 

appreciation, Angelo Marinakis 

Melissa, my friend, you have touch 

my life and that of so many others. I 

cry at the injustice of your body 

failing you so horribly. I weep with 

your friends and family because the 

world will be a darker place without 

you. I love you. Love from 

handmaiden #2....  Laura O’Neill 

Melissa, thank you. You were an 

inspiration to me not only as a great 

player and teacher but also as a 

strong female leader. Please know 

that I have enjoyed knowing you. 

May God Bless you and keep you 

Melissa. Corinne Brewer 

Hi Melissa! My name is Barb Black. You were responsible for my falling in 

love with this sport, and a few years later--Whitney, a great-grandson of your 

spectacular Asuh, joined my pack. This year, Whit (now 8) and I will be 

traveling to Worlds for the first time to compete. But over the years, he has 

made me look good and added so much joy to my life. So I wanted you to 

know how grateful I am to you for your inspiration, and for Whitney! 



 

 

 

  

USA Dog Friends - South East 

Hi Mel, I want you to know that you were such a huge 

inspiration to me when I was just starting out in Frisbee. I 

hope you remember the great times we shared in CT and 

DC as well as NYC at the 2000 World finals. I will always 

be grateful for the time you spent with me and my dogs. I 

was and still am proud to be your friend and so Happy that 

I was there when you won the World Finals Championship. 

You are an amazing, caring and giving woman! I miss you 

so much... love always, Gail Mirabella 

Melissa, thank you 

for everything you 

have done for the 

disc dog sport. You 

were always so nice 

and helpful to me at 

every event. With 

lot of love from all 

my heart. 

Brandy Oates & 

Hinto Sunka 💖 

Mel, I know it's been a while since I 

have seen you but I wanted to let 

you know how much I appreciate all 

you have done for me in the early 

years of my involvement in  canine 

disc. That first meeting with you in 

Macon change the course of my life. 

Although we did not agree on the 

path, I have always respected your 

passion and commitment to the 

growth of the sport we both love . 

.....Gary Shockley 

Melissa-- We would like 

to thank you for all you 

have done for the sport 

as well as the countless 

dogs you have helped 

thru rescue.  Thank 

you.  We love 

you!  Donna and Bob 

Melissa, I want you to know know that I 

am so proud of you for the all you have 

done throughout your life and also for 

the incredible strength you have had in 

so many ways.  You have touched my 

life in so many ways.  I will always 

cherish our friendship and all the years 

of memories we have shared.  You have 

brought so much happiness to me and 

also to other people and their dogs all 

over the world.  I love you more than 

words can express.  Your friend always, 

Donna Schoech 



 

 

  

USA Dog Friends - South West 

Melissa, I just want to say thank 

you for all that you have done for 

the sport of disc dog. My God 

wrap his arms around you and 

your family. You are all in my 

prayers.Tammy Montgomery  

 

Melissa, thank you for everything that you did for my dog Amy Jo. I was 

able to have an amazing dog and experience a bond that I have never 

known since because you helped train her into a wonderful dog. You are a 

beautiful person inside and out. You mean a lot to all the lives you have 

touched. Sending you all the light and love. -Libby Pierson 

To Melissa from Jill Teer; thank you for living your amazing life as a 

testimony to the bond between human and canine. You have inspired 

thousands. Sending you love. 

 

My name is Kelly Miller. Rio, Rock & I would like to send Melissa peace, 

love & divine blessings. God has a special place with the keeper of animal 

kingdom. Peace be with you. Kelly 

Have no words you inspired so 

many.  Value your book and you. 

Robert Niemeier  

My dear sweet Melissa Heeter no 

more fighting and no more pain. Rest 

now in peace.  Pam Martin 

Melissa our hearts and prayers to 

you and your family (LeRoy & 

Joanne Golden) thank you 

https://www.facebook.com/MelissaHeeter


  
USA Dog Friends – West Coast 

Melissa ,family and friends, we send 

you love and thank you for all your 

hard work with the dog community. 

Without your support many people 

would not be in this sport we love 

with our dogs. Your many 

recommendations of dog people, like 

Benny offered him great memories 

working with the Purina Incredible 

Dog team!  It helped him come out of 

his shy personality, then becoming an 

animal behaviorist. You helped so 

many! We pray your journey to 

rainbow bridge is a peaceful one. 

Sending kind thoughts, prayers and 

love, Becky & Benny Wong, along 

with Sammy B Wong, Kohbi,Zooma, 

KD, Kiki, Skid n Jett 

 

Melissa, I need to thank you for changing my life, when I first 

got involved in disc dogs you were one of the first people I saw 

on video. You have since opened your home to me and have 

been an inspiration to the thousands you have touched including 

me. I'm so sorry this is happening but I know if anyone can you 

can still beat it, you are one of the strongest people I know. I 

know we don't see each other often but I do consider you a 

friend and again thanks for welcoming me and my family to the 

world of dog sport. Don't stop fighting girl. Tom Clements. 

Becky & Benny are so sadden to hear 

of your condition.  We wish we could 

have been more in contact with 

you.  Even though we are at the other 

end of country, you have been well 

received as one the great contributor to 

the disc dog world.  We already missed 

you at the west coast.  As I try to think 

of something to say, I can only bring 

tear to my eyes.  We will alway 

remember you, Melissa. 

Thank you, 

Melissa, for 

everything 

you have 

done for me 

and our sport. 

- Jeff Hill 



 

 

 

  

My friend Melissa. You are 

the only reason I started in 

disc and I am so grateful that 

i was lucky enough to learn 

from such a wonderful kind 

and so very  talented woman. 

I will always remember you 

with live and respect. You 

will always have a special 

place in my heart.  Love 

Heather Gallagher. Canada 

Farewell my friend. You will be 
reunited with your father and Asah 

.Lots of love will surround you . ❤

❤. I am proud to call her my friend, my 

source of inspiration and 
determination. Go throw some plastic 

for your dogs in her honour today ! 
Wherever she is , there will be a long 
lineup of dogs waiting to play with her.  

Pat Nadarajah 

This is Katherine Ferger. Melissa we are 

thinking of you and praying for you. The 

kindness that you showed to me and my 

"Canadian Mac Truck" dogs will never 

be forgotten. So many of my best 

memories are thanks to you and your 

help and because of all you have done 

for the world of disc dogs. Sending 

much love to you ❤❤❤❤. 

Hi Melissa it's Jackie Parkin from 

Canada.   And I want you to know 

that I will never forget  how kind 

and welcoming you were to me as a 

newbie to disc dogging. The fact 

that you remembered my little Josie 

and took the time to mention her at 

an awards banquet is something I 

will never forget Thank you for all 

you did for people like me to boost 

our confidence and make us feel 

like we belonged.  Sending you 

virtual hugs and prayers. 

Your passion and love for the game 

will never be forgotten by me. I 

cherish my private lessons that you 

gave me at Cynosports so many years 

ago. Having the opportunity to visit 

with you and Chuck was amazing in 

Dallas. Melissa you are an inspiration.  

Lara Sorensen  

Edmonton, Alberta 

World Wide Dog Friends  

Canada 



  

Yesterday, the disc dog 

community all over the 

world say "Goodbye" to a 

World Champion, Melissa 

Heeter. Many in Singapore 

might not have heard about 

her as Disc Dog is still not 

popular here. I've not met 

her personally, the only 

thing I know about this 

awesome lady is the recent 

"Champion Disc Dog" 

book written by her cos' I 

was hoping to train myself 

to throw a disc properly as 

Zeal has a natural love and 

talent for catching frisbee.  

Shanice Tan  

 

World Wide Dog Friends - China 

You are always on our mind.  

You inspired my life in frisbee 

dog world. Jimmy Chen 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MelissaHeeter
https://www.facebook.com/MelissaHeeter
https://www.facebook.com/SuperNovaAcademyOfDogSports


 

 

 

  

Hi Mel, we've met at Europ.Champ.2008 in 

Czech. You've changed my atitude to dogs.At 

those days my dog didn't want to play with me 

and you gave me many of advises, how to fix 

it.It helped me a lot. I will never forget you 

two.You are amazing person. Veronika 

Dear Melissa. I am so grateful to you for 

guardianship of Veronika. You get her so 

much! She never talking about her 

feeling, but I know that she respect and 

love you very much. Ludmila 

Urbaskova - Veronika' s mom 

Melissa , despite the great distance I think 

of you and I'm with you . Pavla 

Gasparkova from Czech Republic 

World Wide Dog Friends - Czech Republic 

Message for Melissa. Dear Melissa, 

thinking of you and praying for you. I 

was playing with irish setter called 

Jessie. She is now 9 years old and still 

playing. You inspired me a lot, it was 

great to met you. Lucie Mareckova@ 

Mellisa, I think of you! And hold on! 

Denise, Kimmka, Piranha and Arley from 

Czech republic. We love you 

We thinking about you. Czech group from 

Olomouc Petra, Mirka and Belgian shepherd 

- crazy Tervueren call Enter. We met at 3 

years ago in Praslavice competitions and 

seminar.  It was could and windy.  @ 

Melissa, just would like to say, i am so 

happy i could meet you. Thank you. We 

think on you. Jakub stybr  

Dear Melissa, thank you for everything you 

did for the whole frisbee community and 

also for me. You are the kindest person I 

have ever met and you will always be in our 

hearts. With love, Lucka Schonova  

Veronika Melissa, meeting you was one of the 

best things in my life. Thank you for everything 

you have done for me, for believing in me, for 

trying to figure advices that would work best for 

me, not that would be easiest for you to come 

with. You have taught me SO much Love you. 

Melissa, you’re the inspiration for the whole 

dogfrisbee world!.  You gave me a lot of great 

advice’s, you are the best teacher!  Thank you 

for everything!  You are my hero!  We have had 

great times with you here in Czech, in France 

and in US too.  Never forget!  Love you!!! 

Michaela Andrová. 



  
World Wide Dog Friends - Europe 

Hello Melissa. This is 

David Roman and 

Sonia from Spain. 

You know that I'm 

not the hest person to 

show my feelings but 

you know, You are 

my best teacher ever 

and one of my best 

friends in the dog's 

world. Big huge and 

see you soon!! 😘 

Hello Melissa.   

This is Bettina from Germany . We never 

met in Person but maybe you have 

previously seen some pics of me and the 

flying blue Merle carpet ✯ Tabasco. When 

I startedi n disc sports 8 years ago I was 

very happy that the rules of USDDN gave 

a new person without a club guidelines on 

what is possible to train for.  

Nowadays I am certified judge all over the 

world (next year lvl4) and spread my 

knowledge, my experience and still of 

course and always learn myself.  

Thank you.   

Woof from ✯ Tabasco and  ❀ Aloha 🌺 

Tonight died a legend European and global 

dogfrisbee, gorgeous, smart woman and 

most of all a good man. Melissa Heeter was 

the model for all of us and many of us 

unconsciously to duplicate her ideas and 

techniques projective transformation. She's 

the one who helped us create in Poland is 

what has been going on 11 years. 

Memories of her will never fade, may she 

rest in peace, finally without pain.  Ania 

Pająk Radomska 

Hello Melissa!  Thank you for all the 

inspiration and advice you gave me.  

It was always fun with you judging 

and I hope I’m able to give some of 

your advice and inspiration to others. 

Krissi Schumacker 

https://www.facebook.com/MelissaHeeter


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

World Wide Dog Friends - Japan 

Just I can say... I believe that to 

meet Melissa was the fate of my 

life . Without an encounter with 

Melissa, I think that the life of the 

Hirai family became the different 

things. I really thank you. All was 

you gave us. I thank you heartily. 

Because I am a Buddhist, I 

believe that I see you again 

immediately. Yachi Hirai - Japan 

 

 

 

 

 

Melissa, I love and respect you so 

much. My life couldn't be this 

wonderful if it weren't for you. I'll 

always keep in mind what you have 

showed, told, and gave us. And I'll keep 

sharing it to person who needs it. Thank 

you for creating USDDN. Thank you 

for coming to Japan. Thank you for 

telling me about animal chiro. Thank 

you for welcoming me as your family at 

your home. Thank you for being such a 

best friend and mom to me.  I love you 

 

Thanks to met you , my life with 

dog to be great. I want to say thank 

you with all my heart. I pray for 

you from Japan. From 

Hideki&Haruko Okada 

Melissa, thank you so much for 

everything you gave us. Me and 

Koji always praying for you. I'm 

coming in three weeks. I really want 

to see you.  Mio Yoshioka 

I love you Melissa!! 

Shaun Hirai 

I respect and love 

you soooooo much. 

Kosuke 



  
World Wide Dog Friends – Russia 

Hi Melissa this is Eve (Evelyse) 

from Brazil.  

I want you to know that I admire 

you very very much.  I have 

great memories from the time I 

spent in USA in 2004 with Pam 

Martim and you are part of that 

too   Thank you for made that 

moment even more special. 

Thank you Melissa for being 

this special person you are. 

Keep strong. God Loves you. 

Kisses from Brazil ♡. Eve 

(Evelyse) 

I'm Aura from Colombia. I met Melissa 

two years ago when I went to the USDDN 

world championship, was the first time for 

me, and the first time for my country. She 

was a kind person and always helped us, so 

if you can read the message to her.. I want 

to say Thank you Melissa! My prayers are 

with you, God bless you. I'll keep your 

smile in my mind. 

World Wide Dog 
Friends   

South America 



 

 

 

  

Students 

This is Heather Gulden. I wanted to 

pass on to Melissa my love and 

warmest feelings. She always loved my 

Nathan so much and supported Buffy 

and I as we started our disc career and 

it always meant so so much. Tell her 

she is an inspiration to me and I will 

continue to teach people to play with 

their dogs and to enjoy every single 

moment of it with a smile as big as 

Mel's always was when she saw any of 

us playing. ❤💔🐾❤💔🐾 

Melissa, Roger Owens and I 

attended several events and 

workshops you hosted with our 

border collies Maggie and 

Katie.  Disc was the first event 

I ever played with Maggie and 

you were a huge inspiration to 

me and Roger both.  You were 

always helpful in answering 

questions and giving advice, 

and you were amazing to watch 

perform.  Our prayers are with 

you and your family.  Oh my 

name is Renee.  

From Keri Caraher. Melissa, you 

are a huge inspiration, and the 

reason that the sport of disc dogs 

has gone world wide is because of 

you. You were the first. And now, 

you get the honor of throwing for 

all of our dogs across the bridge. 

While they are waiting for us, 

maybe you can teach them a few 

new tricks. :) I know you will be a 

bold trailblazer in the next step of 

your journey, too. Thank you. ♡ 

Debbie please let melissa 

that I always remember her 

she was at my fist comp at 

purina farms  she gave us all 

pointers  she was a great 

disc doger I will never 

forget god speed my friend 

mike g. 

Melissa, thank you for everything that 

you did for my dog Amy Jo. I was able 

to have an amazing dog and experience 

a bond that I have never known since 

because you helped train her into a 

wonderful dog. You are a beautiful 

person inside and out. You mean a lot 

to all the lives you have touched. 

Sending you all the light and love. -

Libby Pierson 



  

 

 

  

Admirers 

She is absolutely amazing person with big heard. She is my frisbee guru, person who 

motivate me, who gave me feeling we are something, who support us, gave us nice 

words. Love you Melissa and I am with you.  I'm Czech person who is in Australia 

and play today on Nationals with Jimmy, we are going to play for you... For someone 

who deserve it. Pavla and Jimmy 

Dear Melissa It's April Hargraves, I am just one of the many that's life has changed 

because of you.  I admire you for all of your integrity and all of the love that you 

gave to so many people and dogs. You set a fine example to follow.  I am grateful 

that you followed your dream and made the usddn a reality.  You truly changed the 

world for so many people and dogs, by simply playing with your dog !     

Hi Melissa, I would love 

to say you THANK 

YOU so much again 

that  we could steal some 

of your precious time 

and be with you. You are 

really amazing person! 

Sending a really big 

hug! And my dogs are 

sending kises too. 

Marketa and Chuckie 

 It's Myssie Zerm. Melissa, thank you for providing giving my family and countless 

others a sport to be a family. Thank you for giving Abby and other juniors a moment 

to shine. You gave us an outlet as a family. Even though we were all at different 

levels, we could all compete at the same sport.  Thank you for making us welcome.  

 

Melissa, you have been such a major contributor to the sport of k9 disc play. I have 

the upmost respect for your genuine love for our 4 legged companions. From one 

pioneer to another, peaceful thoughts and playful memories.  Eldon McIntire 



  

Dear Mellisa,i thinking about you a lot, send a lot of love, time when i was in Georgia is 

the best of my life, thanks for all, Jajina Malinska and Chelsay 

Admirers 

Melissa, my thoughts and prayers are with you. Thank you for all your contributions in this 

sport and inspiring all women to go out there and Rock It! You will always be my hero. Love 

and Peace, Kathy Mills 

Hi, this is Melanie Swope and I wanted to tell Melissa I admire the strong woman she is. I'm 

sorry we weren't closer both in proximity and our relationship. I love you. 

Dear Melissa, I met you for the first time exactly eight years ago in the Czech Republic, a 

month later Lyra and I were your guests in Georgia. You have made a lasting positive impact 

on many lives, mine among them. Forever grateful. Jean McCollister 

For Melissa: This is Jess Ritchie. Thank you for all you did not only for frisbee but women 

in dog sports. I will never forget you being the first woman in history to win Worlds. Your 

World Finals routines were my Saturday morning cartoons growing up. You are and always 

will be an international inspiration. Sending you love and light. 

Sending our love Melissa! Thank you for taking care of me and sharing your kindness. You 

were a wonderful role model for a growing girl! -Jess Lynch 

I never met you melissa but from FB I knew how much you were loved by so many. I 

admired you from afar. Thank you for all you've done. Peace be with you.  -marie Kostos , 

Merlins mom. 

I met Melissa when my husband found an ad for a $5 Frisbee clinic being held at Wills Park 

in 2002. She became my mentor in this amazing journey and I know many people can say 

the same. Rest in peace Melissa - you made a mark on so many people in your short time. 



 

 

Total Strangers 

For Melissa:  You do not know me & I have only "met" you through your book and 

your videos.  I just wanted to express my gratitude for all that you have done for the 

sport of disc and to say thank you.  Your impact & influence reaches well beyond the 

people you know.  One more stranger is sending you warm thoughts & saying prayers 

for you & all those that love you.  Peace, Jennifer A. 

 

 

Hi Melissa. My name is Megan Crane and I'm from Calgary Alberta. We've 

never met but we are both crazy dog sport ladies, so we're practically sisters, 

haha. You've done amazing things for disc; you've made a difference. You will 

be remembered by everyone, including people who have never met you.  I hate 

this is happening, it's just not fair. I wish I could give you a hug.  So here is my 

virtual hug from across the country. Xoxo 

Hello, my name is Melanie Redinger I'm a former youth skyhoundz world champion. I 

only recently saw videos of you and your dog and I intend to read your book very 

soon. You've inspired me to stay supportive with the sport even when parts are rough. 

Thank you so much for staying with the sport. I remember that more than you'd think 


